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Concurrent Session Oral Presentations  
If there is more than one author, an asterisk (*) denotes who will be presenting 

Tuesday October 6th 

Riverside Room A/B 

12:30pm – 1:30pm Coule-est Presentations: Stiltgrass Challenges and Successes 

• 12:30 PM - Lord of the Preserve: The Fellowship of the Stiltgrass Shikha Singh*, JLW Cooperative 
Invasive Species Management Area (CISMA); Allison Kruger, Washtenaw County Parks & Recreation 

• 12:50 PM - A Recent History of Stiltgrass in Wisconsin Travis Wilson*, Tyee Simek, Mark Renz, and 
Sarah Kezar, University of Wisconsin-Madison (UW-Madison) 

• 1:30 PM – 5:00 PM Optional Field Trip – Coule-est Invasives – registration required 

 

3:20pm – 5:00pm Ornamental Invasives and Biocontrol 

• 3:20 PM - Evaluating Endophytic Capability of Entomopathogenic Fungi in Ash Trees Colin Peters*, 
Nickolas Rajtar, and Robert Blanchette, University of Minnesota (UMN) 

• 3:40 PM - A Host Range Assay for Tomato Brown Rugose Fruit Virus in Native Plant Species in 
Minnesota Joana Serrano Salgado*, Rovert Alvarez-Quinto, and Nathan Eylands, UMN 

• 4:00 PM - Biocontrol of Japanese beetle with Ovavesicla Vera Krischik* and Anna Flucke, UMN; Carrie 
Deans, University of Alabama 

• 4:20 PM - Inducing Host Plant Resistance in Betula nigra and Tilia americana to Manage Popillia 
japonica in Ornamental Landscapes Isabela Arias*, Matthew Gullickson, Herika Paula Pessoa, Mary 
Rogers, Katrina Freund Saxhaug, Adrian Hegeman, and Brandon Miller UMN 

• 4:40 PM - Dutch Elm Disease Resistant Elm Selection and Reintroduction Program Ryan Murphy* and 
Benjamin Held, UMN  

 

Riverside Room C/D  

3:20pm – 5:00pm Unique Approaches to Outreach and Engagement 



• 3:20 PM - Accessible Mapping for Everyone: Implementing WCAG 2.1 AA Standards in ArcGIS Online 
Invasive Species Tools Michael Hindy, Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 

• 3:40 PM - Perceptions of Place-Based Names and Militaristic Language in Invasive Species 
Communication Tim Campbell*, Wisconsin Sea Grant; Cat De Rivera, Portland State University; Sam 
Chan, Oregon Sea Grant, El Lower, Michigan Sea Grant; Christine Gilbert, Stonybrook University 

• 4:00 PM - Exploring Rewilding: Novel Ecosystems and Eco-anxiety from an Invasive Species 
Perspective Angela Gupta, UMN Extension 

• 4:20 PM - Big Things Brewing: Forging Invasive Species Partnership with Local Brewery Amanda 
Weberg, Cook County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) 

• 4:40 PM - Brewing Up Change: Four Years of Collaborative Invasive Species Education with a Michigan 
Brewery Kelsey Bockelman, Michigan State University (MSU) Extension 

 

Riverside Room F 

3:20pm – 5:00pm Pathways for Prevention 

• 3:20 PM - Mapping Human-Mediated NAS and AIS Pathways: Prevalence and Patterns in the Upper 
Mississippi River Basin Claudia Mushel* and Hannah Mulligan, South Dakota State University; Andrea 
Fritts, US Geological Survey (USGS); Mark Kaemingk, University of North Dakota; William Budnick, 
Wesley Daniel, and Matthew Nielson, USGS; Alison Coulter, South Dakota State University 

• 3:40 PM - Thinking Outside the Boat:  AIS Prevention with Trappers and Waterfowl Hunters Chris 
Hamerla, Golden Sands RC&D Council, Inc. 

• 4:00 PM - Resort Owner Education Pathway Project Derek Thorn, Lumberjack RC&D and FLOW AIS  

• 4:20 PM - From Awareness to Action: A Communications Framework for Shoreline Equipment AIS 
Prevention April Rust*, Christine Hokkala-Kuhns, Rafael Contreras-Rangel, Eric Kenney, Traci Eicholz, 
and Grace Henrich, Minnesota DNR 

• 4:40 PM - Discussion/Q&A 

 

Wednesday October 7th 

Riverside Room A/B 

8:00am – 9:40am Woody Invasive Symposium – Part 1 



• 8:00 AM - Optimizing Efficiency and Minimizing Herbicide Use in the Management of Invasive Tatarian 
Honeysuckle (Lonicera tatarica) Laura Domyancich-Lee* and Alex Roth, Friends of the Mississippi River; 
John Lampe, Green Shoots, Inc. 

• 8:20 AM - A Decade of Cover It Up! Using Plants to Control Buckthorn Michael Schuster, UMN and 
Hamline University 

• 8:40 AM - Comparing Efficacy and Preventing Off-Target Herbicide Damage in the Management of 
Common Buckthorn (Rhamnus cathartica) Leah Weston*, Alex Roth, Karen Schik, Friends of the 
Mississippi River 

• 9:00 AM - Evaluating Soil Carbon and Nitrogen Stocks Following Invasive Woody Plant Control in 
Forests Stefania Cartoni-Casamitjana* and Mark Renz UW-Madison 

• 9:20 AM - Can Fungi from Minnesota and Wisconsin Be Used to Control Invasive Buckthorn? Ryan 
Franke* and Robert Blanchette, UMN  

 

10:00am – 11:40am Woody Invasive Symposium – Part 2 

• 10:00 AM - Prioritizing Hybrid Populations for Effective Management of Invasive Honeysuckles in 
Minnesota Hum Rana*, Alan Smith, and David Tork, Neil Anderson, Mary A. Rogers, and Brandon Miller 
UMN - REMOTE 

• 10:20 AM - Promoting a Diverse Ecology by Managing Invasive Honeysuckle and Buckthorn at St 
John’s Abbey and University, Collegeville Minnesota James Hofmann, California State University 

• 10:40 AM – Working with Buckthorn in Northwest Wisconsin: Inspiring Action through Education & 
Empowerment Maria Young*, Wild Rivers Conservancy; Katelin Anderson and Colton Sorenson, Polk 
County Land and Water Resources; Lisa Burns, Washburn County; Eric Wojchik, Polk County Land and 
Water Resources; Pat breBrown and Tyler Gruetzmacher, Barron County 

• 11:00 AM - Floral Resources May Assist in Pollinator Habitat Creation for Rusty Patched Bumblebee 
(Bombus affinis) Following Woodland Revegetation Management of Common Buckthorn (Rhamnus 
cathartica) Mark Fuka*, Michael Schuster, Daniel Cariveau, and Peter Reich, UMN 

• 11:20 AM – Discussion/Q&A 

 

1:20pm – 3:00pm CISMAs: Funding, Partnerships, and Successes 

• 1:20 PM - Practical Strategies to Diversify Funding for CISMA Programs Lindsay Peterson, Roots and 
Rivers Collaborative 

• 1:40 PM - Maintaining and Leveraging Partnerships to Address Invasive Species Shikha Singh, JLW 
CISMA 

• 2:00 PM - CISMA/CWMA Lightning Round (5-minute presentations) 



o Hemlock Wooly Adelgid Audrey Menninga, Northwest Michigan ISN 

o Unique Partnerships Heather Shireman* and Jenny Whiteside*, Blazing Stars CISMA 

o Education and Prevention of Starry Stonewort and Spiny Waterflea Jason Miller, Door County 
Invasive Species Team 

o Self-sustaining At-cost Treatment Programs for Private and Public Land Invasive Treatments 
Zach Peklo, North Country CISMA 

o Early Detection and Rapid Response Research on Small Leaf Bramble Elisa Thompson, 
Washington County CWMA 

o Early Detection and Rapid Response on Water Primrose Amanda Ruffini, Lake St Clair CISMA 

o Invasive Control Kits for Landowners Emily Finch, Daviess-Martin CISMA and OCIP 

• 2:40 PM - Discussion/Q&A 

 

3:20pm – 5:00 pm Herbicides: Maximizing Benefits & Understanding Risks 

• 3:20 PM - Impacts of Glyphosate Label Updates on Michigan TIS Management Drew Rayner, Michigan 
DNR 

• 3:40 PM - Off Target Impacts from Herbicides: What to Look for and How to Minimize Daniel Smith, 
UW-Madison 

• 4:00 PM - Herbicide Industry Update Session and Q&A 

 

Riverside Room C/D 

8:00am – 9:40am Invasive Aquatic Plants 

• 8:00 AM - Responding to Hydrilla in Michigan Billy Keiper, Michigan Department of Environment, Great 
Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) 

• 8:20 AM - Containing the Spread of Starry Stonewort with Early Detection and Persistent Treatments 
Steve McComas*, Blue Water Science; Christine Jurek, Minnesota DNR; Jo Stuckert and Connor 
McComas, Blue Water Science;  

• 8:40 AM - Learning Lessons: Eradication of Eurasian Watermilfoil from Two Metropolitan Lakes Using 
Fluridone Keegan Lund, SePRO 

• 9:00 AM - Half Moon Lake Adaptive Management Jodi Lepsch, Wisconsin DNR 

• 9:20 AM - MAISRC’s P.I. Charter in 2026: App Updates to Support Aquatic Plant Research and 
Management Jake Walsh*, Madeline Conowall, Melina Pakey-Rodriguez, and Alex Bajcz, UMN;  



 

10:00am – 11:40am Muscling Out Mussels 

• 10:00 AM - Use Your Mussels: Strengthening Invasive Dreissenid Mussel Control in the Great Lakes 
Autumn McGowan*, Samantha Tank, and Nichole Angell, Great Lakes Commission; Mike Colvin, USGS; 
Lindsay Chadderton, The Nature Conservancy 

• 10:20 AM - Cu-rious About More Effective Zebra Mussel Treatments? Seasonality and Copper Toxicity 
Matthew Barbour*, Todd Serverson, Matthew Muelemans, and Diane Waller, USGS-UMESC 

• 10:40 AM - Early Understandings from the First Whole-Lake Low-Dose Copper Treatment in Minnesota 
to Suppress Zebra Mussels (Dreissena polymorpha) Olivia Nyffeler*, UMN; Diane Waller and Matthew 
Barbour, USGS-UMESC; Nick Phelps, UMN 

• 11:00 AM - Eradication vs Population Management? How to Handle Zebra and Quagga Mussels 
(Dreissena polymorpha and Dreissena bugensis) David Hammond, SePRO 

• 11:20 AM - An Experimental Method to Control Quagga Mussels (Dreissena bugensis) with Carbon 
Dioxide under Benthic Barriers on Great Lakes Reefs Matthew Meulemans* and Matthew Barbour, 
USGS-Upper Midwest Environmental Science Center (UMESC); Jeremy Wise, formerly USGS; Diane 
Waller, USGS-UMESC; MaryAnne Evans and M. Glen Black, USGS-Great Lakes Science Center 

 

1:20pm – 3:00pm Watercraft Inspection and Decontamination: Protocols and Patterns  

• 1:20 PM - Ballast Water Management System Effects on Organism Abundance in the Great Lakes Dan 
Brumm* and Matt TenEyck, Lake Superior Research Institute  

• 1:40 PM - Aquatic Invasive Species Prevention in Treaty Fishing Waters: A Tribal Decontamination 
Program Madison Bear, Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 

• 2:00 PM - Beyond Watercraft Inspection: The Application of UMPS and Decontamination Protocols in 
Minnesota Jessamyn Foley* and Tina Fitzgerald*, Minnesota DNR 

• 2:20 PM - ‘Clean Drain Dry’ Compliance and Travel patterns for Watercraft crossing between Ontario 
and Manitoba along the TransCanada Highway Brendan Spearin, Fisheries and Oceans Canada 

• 2:40 PM - Linking Lakes: Using Boater Movement and Species Data to Prioritize AIS Prevention Kyla 
Robinson* and Michael Schwartz*, Benzie Conservation District (CD) 

 

3:20pm – 5:00pm Resisting Reinvasion and Native Restoration 

• 3:20 PM - Seeding Log Landings to Benefit Pollinators and Limit Non-native Plant Invasion Jennifer 
Larson*, Lauren Pile Knapp, and Dacoda Maddox, US Department of Agriculture (USDA)-Forest Service; 
Abby Huffman, University of Missouri 



• 3:40 PM - Restoration for Reinvasion Resistance Following Control of the Invasive Grass Phragmites 
australis Clarissa Moore*, Chelsey Blanke, Alexis Kreider, and Daniel Larkin, UMN 

• 4:00 PM - An Interdisciplinary Approach to Promoting Native Shoreline Vegetation Management in 
Illinois Katie O’Reilly*, Illinois-Indiana Sea Grant and Illinois Natural History Survey; Peter Nagle* and 
Andrea Kramer, Chicago Botanic Garden; Greg Hitzroth, Illinois-Indiana Sea Grant and Illinois Natural 
History Survey 

• 4:20 PM - The Minnesota Cattail Collaborative: Invasive Species Research to Application Claire Rude* 
and Amy Schrank, Minnesota Sea Grant 

• 4:40 PM - Identifying Optimal Seed Storage and Germination Conditions for Seven Submerged Aquatic 
Plant Species Abha Panda, UMN 

 

Riverside Room E 

8:00am – 9:40am Invasive Carp Part 1 – Deterrence and Modeling 

• 8:00 AM - Evaluation of an Underwater Acoustic Deterrent System to Control Invasive Carps at 
Mississippi River Lock 19 Marybeth Brey*, Jessica Stanton, Theodore Castro-Santos, Andrea Fritts, 
Janice Albers, Daniel Gibson-Reinemer, Matt Sholtis, and Christa Woodley, USGS 

• 8:20 AM - Protecting Upper Mississippi River from Invasive Carp - Lock and Dam 5 Deterrent Project 
Carli Wagner*, Grace Loppnow, Kelly Pennington, Kayla Zankle, and Mike Noreen, Minnesota DNR 

• 8:40 AM - The Effects of a Multimodal Deterrent on Bigheaded Carp Upstream Passage Allen 
Mensinger, UMN 

• 9:00 AM - Easier Egg Hunt: Using FluEgg Modeling of Silver Carp Ichthyoplankton Drift to Tailor 
Monitoring Methods and Locations in Minnesota Grace Loppnow*, Minnesota DNR; Jessica LeRoy and 
Ryan Jackson, USGS 

• 9:20 AM - Assessing Relative Abundance of Invasive Grass Carp in Lake Erie Tributaries During 
Removal Efforts Josh Hoekwater*, Christine Mayer, Robert Mapes*, and Song Qian, University of 
Toledo; Ryan Young, US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS); Ryan Brown, Michigan DNR; Scott Colborne, 
MSU; John Dettmers, Great Lakes Fisheries Commission  

 

10:20am – 12:00pm Invasive Carp Part 2 – More Modeling and Goldfish Management 

• 10:20 AM - Assessing the Risk of Triploid Grass Carp Escapement into Lake Erie Elizabeth Anderson*, 
Christine Mayer, Robert Mapes, and Jonathan Bossenbroek, University of Toledo; Eric Weimer, Ohio 
DNR 



• 10:40 AM - Modeling the Risk of Spread and Establishment of Invasive Prussian Carp (Carassius 
gibelio) into the U.S. Logan Stratton*, Cherokee Nation System Solutions; Wesley Daniel, Ian Pfingsten, 
and Matthew Neilson, USGS 

• 11:00 AM - Goldfish Management in an Urban Shallow Lake: Familiar Tactics for a New Foe Jordan 
Wein, Nine Mile Creek Watershed District 

• 11:20 AM - Goldfish Gone Wild: Stirring up Trouble in Minnesota Lakes Andrew Dickhart* and Andrew 
Edgcumbe, Carver County Water Management 

• 11:40 AM - Goldfish in Trade, Considerations and Lessons from Wisconsin Patrick Siwula* and Liz 
Tanner*, Wisconsin DNR 

 

1:20pm – 3:00pm Modeling Aquatic Invasive Species Risk and Spread 

• 1:20 PM - Interpretable and Accessible Infestation Risk Predictions for 35 Aquatic Invasive Species 
Grant Vagle* and Jeremiah Shrovnal, UMN; Wesley Daniel, USGS; Nick Phelps, UMN; Richard Erickson 
and Lynn Waterhouse, USGS 

• 1:40 PM - Wisconsin Study Showed Outreach Slows Spread Maureen Kalscheur*, Scott VanEgeren, Alex 
Latzka, Wisconsin DNR,  

• 2:00 PM - Zooplankton Monitoring in the St. Louis River Estuary Reveals New Non-Natives Michael 
Nagel*, UW-Superior; Donn Branstrator, UMN-Duluth; Matthew TenEyck, UW-Superior 

• 2:20 PM - Voyageurs National Park – Part 1: Bythotrephes Induce Long-term Changes to Crustacean 
Zooplankton Donn Branstrator*, UMN-Duluth; Heidi Rantala, Kylie Cattoor, and Ryan Maki, Minnesota 
DNR; James Smith and Brenda Lafrancois, National Park Service (NPS) 

• 2:40 PM - Voyageurs National Park– Part 2: Forecasting AIS Vulnerability Across Lakes Kylie Cattoor*, 
Heidi Rantala, Minnesota DNR; Donn Branstrator, UMN-Duluth; Ryan Maki, Minnesota DNR; James 
Smith and Brenda Lafrancois, NPS 

 

3:20pm – 5:00pm Regulatory Updates in the Upper Midwest 

• 3:20 PM - Wisconsin’s Invasive Species Rule: Revision Updates and Progress Mackenzie Manicki, 
Wisconsin DNR 

• 3:40 PM - Minnesota Noxious Weed Regulations Emilie Justen, Minnesota Department of Agriculture 
(MDA) 

• 4:00 PM - Advancing Noxious Weed Seed Regulation and Prevention in Minnesota Through Risk-Based 
Evaluation Gergana Radinova* and Michael Merriman, MDA 



• 4:20 PM - Strengthening Michigan Invasive Species Regulations through Risk Based Decision Making 
Susie Iott, Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (MDARD) 

• 4:40 PM - Five Years of Progress: Progress and Challenges Faced by the Re-launched Illinois Invasive 
Species Council Melissa Custic, Landscape Illinois and Illinois Invasive Species Council 

 

Riverside Room F 

8:00am – 9:40am Engaging Stakeholders 

• 8:00 AM - Prescribed Fire Coming of Age in Wisconsin Mark Horn, Conservation Media, LLC 

• 8:20 AM - Talking to Landowners About Herbicide Emily Finch, Martin County SWCD 

• 8:40 AM - Bridging Cultures and Conservation: Engaging Southeast Asian Communities in Invasive 
Species Awareness through Foraging Hana Kim* and Angela Gupta*, UMN Extension 

• 9:00 AM - Assessing Behaviors of Trout Anglers Related to Aquatic Invasive Species in the Upper 
Mississippi Basin Adam Driscoll*, University of Wisconsin-La Crosse; Tim Campbell*, Wisconsin Sea 
Grant 

• 9:20 AM - Breaking Through the Barriers to Prevention Behaviors: A Multi-method Investigation Ingrid 
Schneider*, Megan Weber, UMN; Tim Campbell, Wisconsin Sea Grant 

 

10:20am – 12:00pm Partnerships in Action 

• 10:20 AM - A Walk in the Park: Increasing Ontario Parks’ Capacity Through Partnership Emily 
Posteraro, Invasive Species Centre 

• 10:40 AM - Advancing Conservation through Invasive Species Management in Waukesha County Parks 
Emily Helm, Waukesha County Dept. of Parks and Land Use 

• 11:00 AM - Wisconsin's Water Watch: Eyes on Invasive Species Maureen Kalscheur*, Wisconsin DNR; 
Emily Heald, UW Extension; Paul Skawinski, UW Extension Lakes; Shelby Adler, Ben Ewoldt, Amy 
Kretlow, Tyler Mesalk, Marco Scarasso, Patrick Siwula, Amanda Smith, and Jamie Vandenlangenberg, 
Wisconsin DNR 

• 11:20 AM - Easy as 1, 2,...9: Translating Research into Action with the MAISRC Method Nick Phelps, 
UMN 

• 11:40 AM - Hemlock Woolly Adelgid (Adelges tsugae)-A Successful Approach to Collaboration in 
Michigan Drew Rayner, Michigan DNR 

 



1:20pm – 3:00pm Integrating Genetic Tools to Improve Understanding and Management 

• 1:20 PM - From Strains to Strategies: Integrating Genetics and Herbicide Response in Aquatic Plant 
Management Ashley Wolfe*, Ryan Thum, and Greg Chorak, Montana State University 

• 1:40 PM - CHARAsmatic Species: Advancing Early Detection of Starry Stonewort Using eDNA and 
Visual Tools Justin Townsend*, Phoebe Brown, and Kate Seeger, Ramsey County SWCD 

• 2:00 PM - Genotyping by Sequencing of Zebra Mussel Infestations Tracks Source Waters and Routes of 
Spread Michael McCartney*, Daryl Gohl, and Victor Hernández Elizárraga UMN; Alex Bajcz, Minnesota 
Aquatic Invasive Species Research Center (MAISRC) 

• 2:20 PM - Genetic Load and Maladaptation During Range Expansion of Common Tansy (Tanacetum 
vulgare) Ryan Briscoe Runquist*, UMN; John Benning, Cornell University; David Moeller, UMN 

• 2:40 PM - Nonnative Invasive Common Tansy (Tanacetum vulgare) Hybridizes with Native Tansy (T. 
huronense and T. camphoratum) Alan Smith* and Anna Strathman, UMN; Matthew Tancos, USDA-
Agricultural Research Service (ARS); Roger Becker and Neil O. Anderson, UMN - REMOTE 

 

3:20pm – 5:00pm Ecology of Invasives 

• 3:20 PM - Local Adaptation and Responses to Climate Change in an Invasive Plant Emma Boehm*, 
Ryan Briscoe Runquist, and David Moeller, UMN 

• 3:40 PM - Different Traits, Different Outcomes: Using Plant Traits to Anticipate Invasive Success 
Gabriela Nunez-Mir, University of Illinois-Chicago 

• 4:00 PM - Characterization of Traits Associated with Range-Shifting Invasive Plant Species Under 
Projected Climate Change Eduardo Tovar* and Gabriela Nunez-Mir, University of Illinois-Chicago 

• 4:20 PM - Suitability of Illinois Wetlands for Range-shifting Species Under Climate Change Tiffany 
Christian, University of Illinois-Chicago 

• 4:40 PM - Investigating Effects of Forest Structure on Insect Invasion Dynamics in US Forests Sarah 
Romy* and Gabriela Nunez-Mir, University of Illinois-Chicago 

 

Riverside Room G 

8:00am – 9:40am Forest Diseases 

• 8:00 AM - Prescribed Burning as a Potential Pathway for Oak Wilt (Bretziella fagacearum) 
Transmission Jed Meunier*, Elena Razenkova, Scott Schumacher, Kyoko Scanlon, and Mike Hillstrom, 
Wisconsin DNR 

• 8:20 AM - Controlling the Belowground Spread of Oak Wilt: Research Updates from Minnesota Anna 
Yang*, UMN; Jennifer Juzwik, USDA; Rebecca Montgomery, Grace Haynes, and Erica Houser, UMN 



• 8:40 AM - The Future of Oak Forests: Community Composition After Oak Wilt Grace Haynes*, Erica 
Houser, Anna Yang, and Rebecca Montgomery, UMN 

• 9:00 AM Spore Deposition of Heterobasidion irregulare in Forests of Minnesota Eric Otto*, Minnesota 
DNR; Nickolas Rajtar, and Robert Blanchette, UMN 

• 9:20 AM Successful Biosurveillance of Invasive Forest Pathogens in Minnesota Nickolas Rajtar*, Colin 
Peters, and Robert Blanchette, UMN 

 

10:20am – 12:00pm Underground Impacts of Forest Pests 

• 10:20 AM Evaluating the Difference in Soil Chemical and Microbial Characteristics Between Red Pine 
Plantations and Natural Red Pine Stands in Association with Susceptibility to HRD Kyoko Scanlon* and 
River Mathieu, Wisconsin DNR; Eliot Stanton, UW-Madison; Tim Shively, Wisconsin DNR 

• 11:40 AM - 3:40 PM - Evaluating Effects of Garlic Mustard and Herbicides on Soil Fungi and Vegetation 
Else Radeloff*, River Mathieu, and Timothy Shively, Wisconsin DNR; Cecelia Stokes and Aishwarya 
Verrabahu, UW-Madison; Elena Razenkova, Wisconsin DNR 

• 10:40 AM - Jumping Worms, Moving Soils: Exploring Invasive Earthworms' Impacts on Forest Soil 
Erosion in the Great Lakes Region Nate Lund*, Lee Frelich, and Angela Gupta, UMN; Erin Buchholz, 
Minnesota Landscape Arherboretum; Kyungsoo Yoo, UMN 

• 11:00 AM - A Conservation Case for O Horizons in Upper Midwest Forests: Beyond Invasive 
Earthworms Kyungsoo Yoo*, Lee Frelich, Nate Lund, Tyler Baumann, Sara Bauer, and Kylie Hughes, 
UMN; Erin Buchholz, Minnesota Landscape Arboretum 

• 11:20 AM - Managing Jumping Worms Garima Gupta*, Sinaiah Harrington, Steven Li, and Vera Krischik, 
UMN 

 

1:20pm – 3:00pm New and Emerging Forest Pests 

• 1:00 PM - Threat of Red Pine Scale, Matsucoccus matsumurae, to the US Midwest and Canada Deepa 
Pureswaran, Canadian Forest Service - REMOTE 

• 1:20 PM - Potential for Spotted Lanternfly to Overwinter in Central Canada and the Upper Midwestern 
USA Robert Venette*, USDA-Forest Service; Clarissa Moore, UMN; Melody Keena, USDA-Forest Service; 
Carly Heltzel and Samantha McDonald, USDA-Animal & Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS); Angie 
Ambourn, MDA 

• 1:40 PM - The New Kid in Town: Elm Zigzag Sawfly (Aproceros leucopoda) and Its Rapid Spread in 
North America Kelly Oten* and Delaney Serpan, North Carolina State University 



• 2:00 PM - Identification of the Pheromone Race of Introduced Satin Moth (Leucoma salicis) in Eastern 
North America Emma Hans*, UMN; Regine Gries and Gerhard Gries, Simon Fraser University; Brian 
Aukema, UMN 

• 2:20 PM - Non-native Flatworms in the Upper Midwest Dreux Watermolen, Wisconsin DNR 

 

3:20pm – 5:00pm Improving Detection and Response to Invasive Species 

• 3:20 PM - Predicting Oak Wilt Risk in Minnesota Using Species Distribution Models Yorkinoy 
Shermatova*, Long Tian, and Jesús Pinto-Ledezma, UMN; Jeannine Cavendar-Bares and J. Antonio 
Guzmán Q., Harvard University; Vinicius Marcilio-Silva, North Dakota State University - REMOTE 

• 3:40 PM - How to Look for Rowan Mountain Ash, Sorbus aucuparia, a Tree That is Invading Northern 
Forests Monika Chandler*, Julia Dellick*, and Jonathan Osthus*, MDA 

• 4:00 PM - Real-time Rapid Response of New Tree of Heaven Occurrence in Minnesota Christina 
Basch*, Minnesota Department of Transportation (DOT); Emilie Justen*, MDA; Loni Anderson, 
Minnesota DOT 

• 4:20 PM - Recently Discovered Emerging Invasives in Crawford County, Wisconsin Katherine 
Patterson* and Jason Garstka, Wisconsin DNR 

• 4:40 PM - Ecological and Social Impacts of Invasive Golden Oyster Mushrooms on Fungal Biodiversity 
Aishwarya Veerabahu*, Dominique Brossard, and Anne Pringle, UW-Madison 

 

Thursday October 8th 

Riverside Room A/B 

8:00am – 9:40am Management Part 1 – Across Landscapes 

• 8:00 AM - Coordinating Invasive Species Management Across a Vast Landscape of Public Lands Grace 
Rau, American Bird Conservancy 

• 8:20 AM - Bridging Research and Management for Real-World Impact Madeline Hayden, MAISRC 

• 8:40 AM - A Case Study of Middle-out Management: Invasive Phragmites in Minnesota Chelsey 
Blanke*, Julia Bohnen, Alexis Kreider, and Daniel Larkin, UMN 

• 9:00 AM - Protecting Minnesota’s Roadsides: Modernizing Noxious Weed Management in 
Transportation Corridors Christina Basch*, Tina Markeson, and Andrew Kurth, Minnesota DOT  

• 9:20 AM - Ontario Phragmites Action: Progress, Partnerships, and Impact Chelsea McIssac*and Derissa 
Vincentini*, Invasive Species Centre, - REMOTE 

 



10:20am – 12:00pm Management Part 2 – Species Case Studies 

• 10:20 AM - Lab to Lakes: Braiding Research with Management to Control Common Carp Sarah Unruh, 
MAISRC 

• 10:40 AM - Increasing On-the-Ground Detection and Response Efforts for European Frog-bit in 
Michigan Tom Alwin*, Billy Keiper, Kevin Walters, and Ceci Weibert, Michigan EGLE 

• 11:00 AM - Collaborative Management of Water Soldier (Stratiotes aloides) in Lake Simcoe: Engaging 
Multi-Stakeholder Solutions for North America’s Largest Infestation Katie Church, Invasive Species 
Centre 

• 11:20 AM - Spotted Lanternfly Management, Costs and Grower Experiences During Early Stages of 
Infestation Gigi DiGiacomo*, UMN; Drew Harner, Virginia Tech; Tracy Leskey, USDA; Alexa Lamm, 
University of Georgia 

• 11:40 AM - Protect What You Love: When Invasive Species Management Intersects with Threatened & 
Endangered Species Katie Grzesiak, Michigan DNR 

 

Riverside Room C/D 

8:00am – 9:40am Preventing the Spread and Reducing the Impacts of Aquatic Invasive Species 

• 8:00 AM - Establishing Research Priorities for Aquatic Invasive Species Cori Mattke, MAISRC 

• 8:20 AM - Prioritization of Surveillance Sites for Inland Lakes in Great Lakes States Amanda Grimm*, 
GLC; Lindsay Chadderton, The Nature Conservancy; Samantha Tank and Kate Truitt, GLC; Gust Annis, The 
Nature Conservancy; Taaja Tucker-Silva, GLC 

• 8:40 AM - Development of Gen2 Zequanox® and Other Biological Controls for Invasive Species Brady 
Hirshfeld, Invasive Species Corporation 

• 9:00 AM - SWIM’n Into Action: Dreissenid Mussel Control to Improve Lake Whitefish Spawning 
Success in the Great Lakes Nichole Angell* and Samantha Tank, GLC 

• 9:20 AM - Itching to Understand the Influence of Aquatic Invasive Species on Swimmer’s Itch Amanda 
Schuermann*, Gretchen Hansen, and Nicholas Phelps, MAISRC 

 

10:20am – 12:00pm Aquatic Invasive Species Prevention Successes 

• 10:20 AM - Overview of AIS Prevention in Minnesota Doug Jensen, Minnesota DNR 

• 10:40 AM - Effectiveness of AIS Prevention in Minnesota: Estimating the Counterfactual Nick Phelps*, 
Jake Walsh, Amy Kinsley, and Alex Bajcz, MAISRC 

• 11:00 AM - Curb the Spread Analysis Steven Henry, Cass County AIS Program 



• 11:20 AM - Assessing County-Level Impacts of Reduced AIS Prevention Aid in Minnesota Andrew 
Dickhart, Carver County Water Management 

• 11:40 AM - Panel Discussion: Local AIS Prevention Aid Kelly Pennington and Doug Jensen, Minnesota 
DNR; Nick Phelps, MAISRC; Steven Henry, Cass County AIS Program; Jeff Forester and Sami Selter, 
Minnesota Lakes and Rivers Advocates; Zach Burnside, Wildlife Forever 

 

Riverside Room E 

8:00am – 9:40am Community Science Part 1 - Engagement 

• 8:00 AM - Volunteer Retention: Insights into What Invasive Species Volunteers Want Michelle 
Isaacson, UMN Extension 

• 8:20 AM - Through the Underwater View Scope: Meeting our Freshwater Flora Neighbors Through the 
Aquatic Invasive Species Learning Experience (AISLE) Adrien Owens, SLELO PRISM – The Nature 
Conservancy 

• 8:40 AM - Unique & Weird Invasive Outreach for Elementary and High School Students Jennifer Ann 
Ricker Feak, Iron Baraga CD 

• 9:00 AM - Protecting Black Ash from the Impacts of Emerald Ash Borer Through Community Science 
Lauren Lepore* and Vincent La Tassa, Invasive Species Centre - REMOTE 

• 9:20 AM - Discussion/Q&A 

 

10:20am – 12:00pm Community Science Part 2 – Monitoring and Reporting 

• 10:20 AM - The Importance of Citizen Science in Tracking Non-native Aquatic Species Spread Matthew 
Neilson*, Ian Pfingsten, and Wesley Daniel, USFS 

• 10:40 AM - Using Public Reporting Platforms for the Detection of New and Emerging Pests Mitchell 
Lannan, Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection (DATCP) 

• 11:00 AM - Starry Trek: Engaging Volunteers to Increase Early Detection of Starry Stonewort 
(Nitellopsis Obtusa) Daniel Larkin*, Megan Weber, and Michelle Isaacson, UMN 

• 11:20 - AM Engaging Youth in Monitoring Aquatic Species Using Environmental DNA (eDNA) Amy 
Workman* and Emily Heald*, UW-Madison 

• 11:40 AM - Advancing Research: eDNA Testing for Statewide Monitoring of Aquatic Invasive Species 
Sarah Unruh, MAISRC 

 



Riverside Room F 

8:00am – 9:40am Utilizing DNA Tests in the Field 

• 8:00 AM - Environmental DNA Reveals Aquatic Plant Assemblages: A Lake-Wide View of Biodiversity 
Dhanajay Gotarkar*, Mason Hoffman, Paul Jeffrey, UMN; Danelle Larson and Stephen Spear, USGS; 
Grant Vagle UMN; Lynn Waterhouse, USGS 

• 8:20 AM - A Field Test of an eDNA Point-of-Use Detection Protocol for Zebra Mussels (Dreissena 
polymorpha) in Minnesota and Wisconsin Stephen Spear*, Melisa Kozaczek, Tyler Untiedt, USGS; Leif 
Howard, University of Montana; James Smith and Marian Shaffer, NPS; Ryan Maki Minnesota DNR; 
Gordon Luikart, University of Montana 

• 8:40 AM - Northern Snakehead Early Detection and Monitoring in Southeast Missouri Christopher 
Rees*, Edward Sterling, Erin Holmes, Patrick DeHaan, Joshua Stefanski, Samantha Ferguson, Cody 
Henderson, USFWS 

• 9:00 AM - eDNA Surveys for the Early Detection of Hemlock Woolly Adelgid (HWA) in Wisconsin 
Michael Falk*, Mitchell Lannan, and Jack Dingle, Wisconsin DATCP 

• 9:20 AM - Using Mammals and Birds to Sample for DNA Evidence of Terrestrial Invasive Species in 
Minnesota Alexis Grinde*, Ron Moen, Kara Snow, and Taylor Velander, Natural Resources Research 
Institute 

 

10:20am – 12:00pm Incorporating Technology in Monitoring and Management 

• 10:20 AM - Sky is the Limit: Utilizing Drones and Automation to Manage Invasive Species Samantha 
Loutzenhiser, KCI Technologies 

• 10:40 AM - Building a Drone Program for Early Detection and Rapid Response Julia Dellick* and 
Jonathan Osthus*, MDA 

• 11:00 AM - UAS Monitoring of Invasive Aquatic Plants: Best Practices and Classification Tools Kate 
Truitt*, Amanda Grimm, Sam Tank, GLC, Colin Brooks, Abby Jenkins, Chris Cook, and Rebecca Lowe, and 
Sam Berger, Michigan Tech Research Institute 

• 11:20 AM - Using Autonomous Underwater Robotics to Improve Aquatic Invasive Species Surveillance 
Amy Kinsley*, Ingrid Schneider, Megan Weber, Juaned Sattar, UMN 

• 11:40 AM - Statewide Detection and Mapping of Heterobasidion Root Disease Progression Using 
Temporal Satellite Imagery Long Tian*, Yorkinoy Shermatova, Jesús Pinto-Ledezma, UMN; J. Antonio 
Guzmán Q., Harvard University; Vinicius Marcilio-Silva, North Dakota State University; Jeannine 
Cavendar-Bares, Harvard University 

 



Riverside Room G 

8:00am – 9:40am Enforcement Partnerships and Addressing Aquatic Invasive Species Pathways 

• 8:00 AM – Safeguarding the Great Lakes: A Unified Law Enforcement Approach to Invasive Species 
Terry Short, Great Lakes Fisheries Commission 

• 8:20 AM - 5 Years of AIS Inspections the International Border - Trends, Boat Plugs, and Zebra Mussels 
from Upper Midwest Recreational Boaters Brendan Spearin, Fisheries and Oceans Canada 

• 8:40 AM - Ohio Division of Wildlife Officers Engage with Pet Shops on AIS Matthew Leibengood, Ohio 
DNR 

• 9:00 AM - Aquatic Plant Blitz: Monitoring Michigan Sellers for High-Risk Species Lindsay Patrick* and 
Susie Iott, MDARD 

• 9:20 AM - Illegal Trade of AIS and Enforcement Approaches Robert Stroess, Wisconsin DNR 

 

10:20am – 12:00pm Tackling Organisms in Trade 

• 10:20 AM - Assessing Aquatic Invasive Species and Organisms in Trade Pathway Programs in the Great 
Lakes Region Theresa Gruninger*, Sam Tank, Taaja Tucker-Silva, Nichole Angell, and Autumn McGowan, 
GLC 

• 10:40 AM - Illegal Snails, Crayfish, and Plants, Oh My! Detecting Aquatic Invasives in Trade Taaja 
Tucker-Silva*, Theresa Gruninger, Autumn McGowan, and Kate Truitt GLC 

• 11:00 AM - The Spread of Invasive Terrestrial Plants into Minnesota Through e-commerce Amy 
Morey*, Minnesota Invasive Terrestrial Plants and Pests Center (MITPPC); Emilie Justen, Minnesota 
DNR; Rob Venette, MITPPC 

• 11:20 AM - Invasive Species Prevention and Detection Outreach for Large Warehouse Distribution 
Centers Matthew Wallrath, Wisconsin First Detector Network 

• 11:40 AM - Exotic Pet Surrender Events as a Prevention Tool for Invasive Species John Moyles, J&R 
Aquatic Animal Rescue 
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